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Update on the Greater Manchester Devolution Agreement

Executive Summary

1. To update Members on the progress of various matters relating to the Greater 
Manchester Devolution Agreement.

Recommendation

2. It is recommended that the report be noted.

Reason for Recommendation

3. The report is presented for information only.

Key Points for Consideration

4.1

4.1.1

4.1.2

Since drafting of the previous update report submitted to the meeting of the 
Council held on 29th March 2017, the following legislation has been 
introduced.

The Greater Manchester Combined Authority (Fire and Rescue 
Functions) Order 2017 was confirmed on 24th March 2017.  The Order 
confirmed the transfer of the functions of the GM Fire and Rescue Authority 
(GMF&RA) to the GMCA with effect from 8th May 2017, the general functions 
of that Authority to be exercisable only by the Elected Mayor.  Exceptions to 
Mayoral responsibility, include certain functions under the Fire and Rescue 
Authorities Act 2004,  the appointment or dismissal of the person responsible 
for managing the fire and rescue service, and plans that the Greater 
Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) can prepare for, or seek to prevent 
or mitigate, emergencies.  The Order permits the Mayor to form a Committee 
to assist in the exercise Mayoral fire and rescue functions.

The Greater Manchester Combined Authority (Transfer of Police and 
Crime Commissioner Function to the Mayor) Order 2017 was confirmed 



4.1.3

4.1.4

4.1.5

4.2

on 24th March 2017.  The Order confirmed the transfer of Police and Crime 
Commissioner (PCC) functions from the GM PCC to the Elected Mayor.  

The Greater Manchester Combined Authority (Functions and 
Amendment) Order 2017 was confirmed on 26th April 2017.  Among the 
provisions within the Order were 
 the conferring of powers, with certain modifications and exercisable only 

by the Elected Mayor, that the Mayor of London has under the Localism 
Act 2011 in relation to Mayoral development areas and mayoral 
development corporations, planning, discretionary relief from non-
domestic rates, and establishment of a scheme for the transfer of 
property, rights and liabilities.  Certain functions would require consent of 
all GMCA members or of the member(s) from the affected area(s);

 the conferring of powers, exercisable only by the Elected Mayor, of a 
Minister to pay grants to local authorities towards expenditure incurred or 
to be incurred (with reference to Local Government Act 2003 powers);

 the transfer of GM Waste and Disposal Authority functions to the GMCA 
from 1st April 2018 and related provisions for transfer, including the ability 
of the GMCA to appoint a Waste Committee to oversee the discharge of 
operational functions;

 provisions for data sharing relating to crime and disorder, and for the CA 
to be treated as a local authority for the purposes of sharing data in 
several further circumstances including training and education purposes;

 the identification of certain functions to be Mayoral functions, some as 
identified above and further including some transport functions, and 
identifying those requiring consent of all GMCA members or of the CA 
member(s) from the affected area(s);

 a general provision that Committees should as far as reasonably 
practicable reflect political balance across GM; and

 permit establishment of an Independent Remuneration Panel to 
recommend to the GMCA and constituent Councils regarding allowances 
to the Mayor and Members appointed to the GMCA.

The Combined Authorities (Finance) Order 2017, also made on 26th April 
2017, provides for the setting of Mayoral budgets in 2018/19 and, for GM 
specifically, ensured that GMPCC and GMF&RA budgets for 2017/18 passed 
to the GMCA with effect from 8th May 2017.

The Bus Services Act 2017 received Royal Assent on 27th April 2017.  The 
Act gives Directly Elected Mayors and Local Transport Authorities the power 
to improve bus services for the people who use them; to give Mayoral CAs 
“London-style” powers to franchise local bus services; and to make data 
about routes, fares and times available to give passengers better information 
about how to make the most of local bus services.

Progression of the Greater Manchester Devolution Agreement has not relied 
solely on the introduction of new legislation.  As reported elsewhere on the 
agenda, in line with the 2014 devolution agreement TfGM has submitted a 
‘Case for Change’ to the Department for Transport in a bid to bring Greater 
Manchester rail stations under local control as the best solution to help 



4.3

4.4

stations realise their full potential as community hubs, being better integrated 
into the transport network, improving access to jobs and local facilities; and 
acting as a catalyst for local regeneration.

With the implementation of the legislation reported to Council over the 
previous 18 months, the election of a Directly Elected Mayor for Greater 
Manchester on 4th May 2017, and the implementation of revised decision 
making structures and arrangements, including expanded overview and 
scrutiny structures, confirmed by the GMCA at its Annual Meeting held on 
30th June 2017, the progression of the 2014 Greater Manchester Devolution 
Agreement is now well advanced.  It is anticipated that the current legislative 
phase is nearing a conclusion, and that the devolution process moving 
forward will see operational arrangements developed.

It is therefore intended that from this point, further reports in relation to 
devolution and the GMCA will be brought before the Council as and when 
required for the consideration of substantive business. 

Alternatives Considered
None, the matters detailed being provided for information.

Costs and Budget Summary

5. There are no specific financial implications associated with this report, the 
matters detailed being provided for information.

Risk and Policy Implications

There are no specific legal, risk or policy implications associated with this 
report, the matters detailed being provided for information.

6.

Consultation

7. Not applicable.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. There are no background papers 
to this report.

For Further Information Contact: Elaine Newsome, Tel: 01706924793, 
elaine.newsome@rochdale.gov.uk


